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Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province

The Ayutthaya Kingdom was es-
tablished around the year 1350 by
King U-thong or King Rama |, the first
monarch of Ayutthaya, on the island
landscapes surrounded by three riv-
ers. The strategic location fostered
Ayutthaya to be the main transporta-
tion hub that allowed commuting con-
veniently between other cities nearby.
This then was how it became the glori-
ous port and the key centre of political
power in this region.

Ayutthaya city arose into a real
kingdom during the reign of King
Boommatrailokanat. The Ayutthaya
king successfully placed himself as
the centre of a highly stratified social
and political hierarchy that extended
throughout the realm.

Ayutthaya's prosperity came from
trading with foreign countries. Emerg-
ing into the main production and

exchange market for large trade
and international relations, Ayutthaya
also had obtained advanced tech-
nologies to help develop various as-
pects of the kingdom. As well Ayut-
thaya entered into the golden age in
arts and literature, which was passed
onto the Rattanakosin Kingdom.

The glory of Ayutthaya ended
when it lost the war to Burma in the
year 1767. The city of Ayutthaya
capitulated and was burmed down
including temples and the Royal
Palace. The Burmese brought the
Ayutthaya Kingdom to ruin, and they
looted and captured the Ayutthaya
people as prisoners of war. This
completely destroyed the glorious
symbol of Ayutthaya.

Wat: The Centre of the Universe
on Earth

Brahman in Hinduism, and Ma-
hayana and Theravada in Buddhism
believe in the harmony of Earth and
universe. This belief of harmony was
reflected in the religious architec-
ture, which established the sanctu-
ary, shrine or temple as the centre of
the kingdom.

During the early 12th century
when the Ancient Khmer Empire
was blooming, Jayavarman VIl was
the great Khmer king who ordered
to construct Mahayana Buddhist
temples all around his kingdom. The
continuation of building temples as
the city centre expanded to central
and southern regions of Thailand. As
sandstone-style sanctuaries,

influenced by Angkorian archi-
tecture in Jayavarman VII's reign, are
found in many provinces; such as,
Lop Buri, Phetchaburi, Kanchanaburi,
Ratchaburi and Sukhothai. Some
experts have analysed that this be-
lief of sandstone construction was
to announce the king's or landlord’s
achievements, just like that in the
Khmer prosperous era.

This was seen during the early
Ayutthaya era that was accustomed
to building temples as the centre of
the city, and later on was adopted as
the location where the Buddha's rel-
ics were enshrined; such as, Wat Ma-
hathat. Many experts said that apart
from being the establishment of the
Buddha's relics, it implied that Ayut-
thaya was an emerging and promi-
nent kingdom respected by other sur-
rounding regions after the decline of
the Angkor Empire.




Around the late 12th century, Mahay-
ana Buddhism was fading in popularity as
the majority of people turned to practice
Theravada Buddhism instead, including
Burma, Mon, Laos and Cambodia. Dur-
ing this period, the centre of Buddhism
switched to Ceylon that had gained
popularity in the 13th century, is monks
attended a pilgrimage to study Buddhism
and they brought back Theravada Bud-
dhism to teach in their home towns.

Dr. Srisakra Vallibhotama mentioned
in his book called “The Meaning of Rel-
ics in Siamese Civilization” that the main
entity of Theravada Buddhism since the
Dvaravati period was to worship the Bud-
dha's relics. During the initial phase of
Buddhism, it was the word-of-mouth
teaching by monks, priests, and hermits.
Later on, more people gave support by
establishing temples and religious institu-
tions as the centre of the village and to
perform religious ceremonies and teach-
ing. Once the population of villages be-
came bigger, it expanded into a town.
Hence, it was necessary to build a
sacred centre to hold local ceremonies
and religious rituals. However, the priests
or monks had no power or assets to con-
struct a temple as a town centre, unless
seeking for a sacred item for local wor-
ship. Theravada Buddhism believed the
sacred item were the Buddha's relics.

Later on, the preference was for
building a temple or a Mahathat Stupa as
the town centre. This resulted in differ-
ent styles of pagodas in different regions;
such as, in the Central Region, the pa-
goda style was adapted from Angkor Wat
as found at Wat Mahathat, Wat Ratch-
aburana and Wat Phra Ram.
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Palace: Centralisation of

the Lord Monarch

King Borommatrailokanat
successfully reformed and
structured the Siamese bu-
reaucracy. At the same time,
the King expanded the Royal
Palace territory by building a new
palace on the north close to the
Lop Buri River. The palace was
divided into 3 main courts: the
inner Court, where the King and
noblemen resided, the Middle
Court, where all the royal gov-
ernance and ceremonies took
place, and the Outer Court,
where the noblemen and senior
officials enacted orders. The
construction included the pre-
vious area of the royal palace
that King Borommatrailokanat
donated to construct the Royal
Temple, Wat Phra Si Sanphet.
This appeared to be an excep-
tion in Thai history.

The main purpose of Wat
Phra Si Sanphet was to perform
religious ceremonies of the
kingdom. At that time, many of
the royal ceremonies and coro-
nation customs were restored.
This new temple was considered
shifting the people’'s centrali-
sation by moving the worship
centre from the prior royal
temple, Wat Phra Si Mahathat,
to this new royal temple. This
action represented the king's
prestige and virtues. That prac-
tice was passed later onto the
Rattanakosin Era.
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Located on the western
part of the city island
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The white and gold pagoda (Chedi) is situated in the area known as the
Hua Laem District or Tha Wasukri, on the bank of the Chao Phraya River.
The pagoda is very attractive and can be seen from a distance. The archi-
tecture of the chedi consists of a single bell-shaped pagoda with its square
base and twelve indented corners. On the top of the four niches over the
square base are located smaller chedis without a Buddha statue. It has
been gilded with gold paint from the relic chamber to the top of its spire.
At that time, this area was the Royal Garden next to Wat Sop Sawan. King
Chakkraphat ordered it to be combined into a temple and called it Wat Suan
LLuang Sop Sawan. Prince Damrong Rajanupab had an assumption that this
pagoda might contain the queen’s relics, as it was built to honour Queen
Somdet Phra Si Suriyothai, who sacrificed her own life in the elephant fight
for the King Maha Chakkraphat.

During the restoration of the pagoda in 1989, relics and offerings made
of crystal and gold were found inside the chamber. The relics and offerings
were moved to store safely at the Chao Sam Phra ya Museum. Don’t miss
these historical artefacts.

After visiting Chedi Si Suriyothai and learning about the historical event,
if you have time, don't forget to visit Thung Makham Yong to pay homage
to Queen Suriyothai at her monument. This field simulates the battlefield
when the queen was dressed in the male military uniform to accompany
King Maha Chakkraphat and her sons to fight against King Tabinshwehti of
Burma. The interesting bit of knowledge from this significant historical event
is that Queen Suriyothai was the grandmother of King Naresuan the Great.
Phra Wisutkasat, the daughter of King Maha Chakkraphat and Queen Suri-
yothai, was King Naresuan’s mother.
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Tumbon Phu Khao Thong,
about 3 km from
the City Island
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With a height of 90 metres, Chedi
Phukhao Thong (Golden Mountain
Pagoda) can be easily seen from
a distance in the middle of Thung
Phukhao Thong (The Golden Moun-
tain Field) outside the City Island of
Ayutthaya. During the peaceful po-
litical situation in the past, this area
would be used as a rice farming and
boat racing field during the flood sea-
son. However during several wars,
this area was used as the military
base for the military campground to
wait for the enemy marching close to
Ayutthaya.

However, after the Burmese bat-
tle in 1767, Wat Phukhao Thong was
abandoned. The great pagoda is
an important Buddhist place where
Thai people came to pay homage,
as shown in the literature named
Nirat Phukhao Thong (Joumney to the
Golden Mountain) by Sunthorn Phu,
the famous Thai poet during the reign
of King Rama Il of the Rattanakosin
Kingdom.

According to Royal Chronicles of
the Ayutthaya, Wat Phukhao Thong
was built by King Ramesuan or in the
early Ayutthaya era. Later on, King
Bayinnaung of Burma ordered to
build a large chedi in the Mon style as
a memorial of his victory over Ayut-
thaya after the first Ayutthaya-Burma
battle.

When Ayutthaya's independ-

ence was restored by King Naresuan
the Great, the pagoda was remod-
elled in Thai style.

Some experts have proposed
that Thung Phukhao Thong might
be the battlefield between King
Naresuan the Great and the Bur-
mese king. The golden pagoda
might also be the chedi of the Yud-
dhahatthi (War Elephant Battle)
for the remembrance of that great
battle between Siam and Burma.
However, there are two other fields
believed to be the Yuddhahatthi
battlefields as well; the Don Chedi
Monument in Suphan Buri province,
and the Don Chedi in Amphor Pha-
nom Thuan of Kanchanaburi prov-
ince. More research and fact find-
ing are still needed.

The bell-shaped golden pagoda
was built over the high base in the
Mon architectural style. The Mon
chedi base is larger than that of the
Thai style. In a restoration during the
reign of King Borommakot in 1745,
a new chedi of the Thai style, hav-
ing a square shape with indented
corners, was built on the old base
of the ruined one. Therefore, the
great Chedi Phukhao Thong now
contains a combination of both Mon
and Thai architecture during the late
Ayutthaya era.

After enjoying the beauty of the
golden pagoda and the gorgeous
scenery of the chedi field, do not
forget to pay respect to King Nar-
esuan the Great at the King Naresu-
an the Great Monument situated in
front of the temple’s entrance.

11



03

WS-USUSIBW @IS HAINTWS-LISAISUMSIT
THE KING NARESUAN THE GREAT MONUMENT
KUYSANIVINSY MUNIVINSY /. NIVINDY
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In front of Wat Phukhao Thong, Tambon Phukhoa Thong
Open from 06.00-20.00 Hours

Ay UNNuIvAannIvaned 1IJuws:-UsUSIBIUANISEVaIAUIRIWS: -
UISFSUMISTS Turiinsadndn IneidenninnnisninouaonuiIdinisnmis
loNVOIWS:IIMIaNdAUUNUISINLEaI1 anlony

WS:USUSIUE08 Mt as v ulusoad w.A. 2538-2542 IWioIRiA
WSHAUSAAUIRIWS-UISAOSUMISS  lla:iWolaauws:IfusAws:uinauliie
ws=9108rniwaonauiny Idaviuslsmanasvasssauinnsu 50 U O
WuRAuruATY 1,075 TS Us:nausios as-Un WURIARINSSY a0UanSISIU:
AugaIuIrarnIfULNI oS INUASIA-USSINTONNASAUILOWS:S1BANS
falplokeld]

AgIUWS:USUSTBUa0sSEUs-Aunwidolanziuuyud  IDoIALBUASU
souURNINSIUWS:S18US:9A  1a:ws=S18NSiENd1AYvouauIf e
WS:UISAIOSUNISTY 18U NwinANIsimausuln mouds:n1Addasniw mau
nsumUWssidumuinnmsUuAewn duilufuaveddo wsHiduauAuANeY
moudumsanionny dailunnnsninouFeoniuws:ususuanose Idudu

13

na:otiuouviuavd1AnyuUSIonuyURVEVaY
ws:UsUSTUE0SE  ws1IdianugUsnasuindou
syUlnpdrArydsu dududryanuninanadaws:
USsaunsnvovauinaws:uisAas Tain wsHialu
auvauiuUna:lny Ansaledognasnssundudan
WSHIZNATUAIUATE  NSIATUATUUNIVAATEWLA
Fouws:NUK1oMIY  Ws:UnaIlen Veussudanu
ws:unigUsIla:nNws:ur1aUswAIWUWS:UIan
uvanlUvaanty  ws:iagvedno nsulslupsiona
NSARDINUWS:UNIOUS 81

Avanlulide sudulrsuwugindowmiavio Aun
WUDEIdUDANUWS:USUS W IUE10SEVOIaAUIRIWS:
uisAosumssNNIKY - TugnusiDuvesidiuuna:indou
Y1 AUUSURIWLILOULINVURIUISIASNS VO
AIMSWUURIUISNSSUMITYNAVOIWS:0uF

The monument is situated in front of the en-
trance gate of Wat Phukhao Thong to honour King
Naresuan the Great, The massive marble and me-
tallic structure is crowned with an armed image of
King Naresuan the Great on horseback. This is in
reflection of a well-known battle in which he killed
a Burmese general with a strike from his lance.

The King Naresuan the Great Monument in
Ayutthaya was constructed during 1995-1999 to
serve as a remembrance of the King, the value of
independence, national sacrifice, and Thai iden-
tity. In addition, the construction was established
in honour of King Bhumibol Adulyadej on the oc-
casion of the 50th Anniversary Celebration of His
Majesty's Accession to the Throne. With a total
area of 1,075 rai, the park and pond served as the
recreational area and water storage for agricul-
ture and flood prevention in accordance with the
King's royal initiatives.

A large number of three-dimensional metallic
friezes are displayed around the base of the mon-
ument. Each of these stories signifies a popular
story relating to the life of King Naresuan the Great;
such as, the scene that Prince Naresuan’s rooster
naturally won the cockfight with a young Burmese
prince, the declaration scene of Ayutthaya's inde-
pendence from Burma, the heroic scene of the
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military King holding his sword in
his mouth while leading the sol-
diers to climb into the Burmese
camp, which became known as
Pra Saeng Dap Khap Khai Sword.
Another well-known scene dis-

played on the monument is the |

victory scene of the king killing the
Burmese general, the same image
as the monument.

On each comer of the monu-

ment is displayed replicas of the !

famous arms that the King used
to defeat his foes; the four armors
which are Royal Shot across the
Sittoung River — the gun that he
used to shot the Burmese general
Surakamma from across the Sit-
toung River, Pra Saeng Dap Khap
Khai — the sword that he held in
his mouth while leading the troops
to climb into the Burmese camp,
Phra Mala Biang - the helmet that
the King was wearing while fighting
with the Burmese soldiers, Phra
Saeng Kho Ngao — the war scythe
that he was using in Yuddhahatthi
the elephant battle with the Bur-
mese Prince Minchit Sra.

The most popular symbol of
King Naresuan the Great is the
replicas of the Lueang Hang Khao
fighting cock as offerings to the
king. This shows a reminder of
a cockfight between the young
Prince Naresuan and the Burmese
Crown Prince. Thai people highly
respect the king and his heroic
victory by bringing in more rooster
statues to pay respect and to ask
for his blessing.
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CHAD SAM PHRAYA NATIONAL MUSEUM




The construction of the Chao

The 1000-year-old alabaster

Sam Phraya Museum was funded

Buddha statue seated in the Euro-

by the proceeds from the auction

pean style in the Dvaravati period

of votive tablets discovered in the

was once enshrined in a niche of an

underground crypts of the principal

old stupa at Wat Phra Men in Nak-

prang tower of Wat Rachaburana to

hon Pathom province. In addition,

the public in 1959. Since substantial

the intricate woodcarvings of angels

priceless artefacts were found from

holding a sword on the door panels

all of Ayutthaya's historical sites, the

from Wat Phra Si Sanphet displayed

national museum was inaugurated

here are considered masterpieces

on 26 December, 1961. The Muse-

and very rare pieces left today. The

um is named after King Sam Phraya,

Garuda figurehead woodcarving

who ordered the construction of Wat

of a ship in the Ayutthaya period

Rachaburana.

The Museum features three exhi-
bition buildings. The Complex of Tra-
ditional Thai Houses displays the ar-

shows the exquisite carving details
of many animals on the bow of the
ships used at that time.

Don't miss the second floor be-

chitecture of central style residences

cause there is an exhibition of a

and the household tools and utensils

variety of artefacts recovered from

found in the ancient dalily life of the

the crypt under the principal prang

Siamese people. The Thai Art and

of Wat Rachaburana, Wat Mahathat,

Artefacts Building is a 2-storeyed

and Chedi Si Suriyothai. The Royal

building exhibiting art and artefacts

personal objects made of solid goid

from different periods including

and precious stones are exhibited

Dvaravati, Sri Vijaya, Lop Buri, Suk-

exclusively on this floor. The high-

hothai, etc. The Chao Sam Phra ya

light is a golden sword known as

Building is the main and most impor-

“Phra Saeng Khan Chai Sri", the

tant building because the artefacts of

Royal Victory Sword. Royal utensils

the Ayutthaya period are displayed in

for the personal use of the monarch

this building.
If you have limited time, it is rec-

ommended to start your trip from
the Chao Sam Phra ya Building. The
downstairs exhibit artefacts exca-
vated from the archaeological sites
including the large bronze Buddha

were also found; such as, the wa-
ter offering container made of goid,
golden bejeweled elephant, head-
dresses, and other precious orna-
ments made of solid gold and pre-
cious stones.

The second room houses an

head excavated at Wat Thammik-

exhibition of golden offerings dis-

karat in the U-thong period, which

covered in the crypt of the principal

shows the fine ancient craftsmanship  prang tower of Wat Mahathat where
and knowledge of casting metal ob- a golden reliquary containing the
jects in that era. Buddha's relics was enshrined.
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The stupa consisted in fact of seven stu-
pas of decreasing size nested inside the other.

For a better understanding, a nearby diagram

explains how each stupa fits in each other. In
addition, the Buddha's relics discovered from
Chedi Si Suriyothai as well as other valuable ar-

tefacts are exhibited in this room.

This museum is a collection of the ancient
Thai glory and is for us to study the historical
and glorious background of the Ayutthaya civi-
lisation with concrete evidence. If you have vis-

ited the temples in the Ancient City, you will find

a vivid image of Ayutthaya's glory here at this
museum.
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In the past, this temple was abandoned and left on the road just like other
abandoned temples around the City Island. However, from evidence of the
archaeological remains tells us that Wat Khun Mueang Chai is a very ancient
temple. In fact, this monastery is often connected with Ayodhya, the pre-
dated period prior to the establishment of Ayutthaya, and received a regular
maintenance and restorations during ancient times. Evidence shows that
Wat Khun Mueang Chai contains multiple overlapping reconstructions from
many periods, from the early to late Ayutthaya era before being left aban-
doned after the siege of Ayutthaya by the Burmese invasion in 1767.

The archaeological remains of the site show traces of destruction, brick
stealing, smuggling, and looting into the crypts. However, the large structural
remains still show us that Wat Khun Mueang Chai consists of four primary
structures: an ubosot, one wiharn, a large stupa, and a two-storey living
quarters. This layout represents the early Ayutthayan architectural style. The
tall base of the stupa consists of several layers that support a bell-shaped
body that tumbled down. Wat Khun Mueang Chai is quite ancient. However,
there are not many records of its history. Documents refer to it being used for
the important ceremony of taking oaths of allegiance.

Achan No Na Paknam pointed out that the style of the brick alignment,
one layer is superimposed over another, was influenced by “Ayothaya’s Art”",
which is the period before the Ayutthaya establishment.

Another supporting document called The Deposition of Luang Pradu
Song Tham written around the late Ayutthaya period indicated that the prin-
cipal chedi of Wat Khun Mueang Chai was ‘the main Phra Mahathat of the
City’ 1 of 5 in the Ayutthaya Kingdom. His record mentioned that “...Besides,
the main religious compounds during the Ayutthaya Kingdom include Phra
Maha Prasat Sam Ong and Phra Mahathat Wat Phra Ram, Wat Na Phra That,
Wat Rachaburana, Phra Maha Chedi of Wat Luang Suphasawan, Wat Khun
Mueang Chai ..." The academic art expert, Achan Santi Leksukhum, indi-
cated that this temple underwent great restoration during the late Ayutthaya
period. This shows the importance of this religious place. If the order for the
restoration did not come from the King or the royal members, then it should
come from the high nobleman to keep the sacred place through the Ayut-
thaya period.

Therefore, the importance of this temple is more than just an abandoned
temple on the side of the road. If you have a chance to visit, please continue
sharing the great story of Wat Khun Mueang Chai to others.




L
3SSNSID
AT TRAMAAT

Ao SauvsTy dulivgudnasuvunounsanUuinsuASoysenlnuws:en
sssinss losaveuws:iaretni TnsaswiulugniFoonudawdinyide I0USARD
WS:UHNGASEY:NsaaseuWasssuiluls:snluduws:  nazifuanundouiSeny
sssudnsuws:asdluasealusicu

SnsssiinsTulidavstoneoveufiundnstossenatews:ovA U TuadoUae
oyseN AuiRvWhgnUWSNSIWUOBRoATWSaUFcBUNINIANTD Ka Buroulsivy
SOUAUWSENAINAUIRSUWS:SBNIUIUUWS:EIWSSWEE

iadusionudnidor:iruiusws:wnssuvunlradsves UuiFfasws:sssin-
573 ws:wnssudnhsavunalring Aau:gnov AwuTUGMSNSISSsU Baaaiawn:ws:
IAes douvatavAws:ensalU ws:uﬁusﬁdswngagimuiu:’im Uuws:iAssATaoy
NNVOIRSIAIRUSNWIS ru WWsArUFIFEUWS:E1

Awnauilovednliogniortius:s1u rso witgawidou [Dusitnsis-dunaot)
vugnusUiaindey DoulaunafvEnAsougiu FaillusUiuuAal:alvie Sulanati
NsARFRALWUSHUSIWNSIglvRaIa:NSIASeysen  douanidugnuds:nnGeu
sUdindou  seusuigUs:AuRosawriJudu  RaslustoSsatows:usian
noy AuunAa:avdidudndnwuluAad:vusiusinu Tns@ukrianthRgiasauaniu
dousnoawunaguidumuiAuinrauanu  Duiadosua-wiuanesuiidoutan
dossAlalanuusgiianounu

AUNAIWSRATAIKAOL A DMISHAaoIrSodrIsSNsUsSssy  IUUWS:OHIS
TnryvunairFessanandtivnouinadinvesaniunivd asawussals auiie
ws:usulnslanun woilduamurwusssuluduws:  drsnsusssulioiyving
AuntIUDgauninANIR IR:IJuBoMIANNU IBUIRDINUIKISHAD JAWS:
ASassIwynY lla:ws=aluan SarUws:IUS §IJIIUUIdUéﬁOlUUéﬂum:laW'\:VOJ
Aau:agseinaunay

The temple was then called Wat Mukkharat. According to the Northern
Chronicles, this was founded by Phraya Thammikkarat, a son of King Sai
Nam Phueng before the Ayutthaya period. Built in the same period as Wat
Phanan Choeng, Wat Thammikkarat would be the place for the holy monks
at that time to graduate in Buddhist theology as the highest level of Bud-
dhist dhamma and the king would visit the temple on Buddhist holy days to
listen to the sermon.

Wat Thammikkarat has been related to many Ayutthayan kings includ-
ing Prince Uthumphon of Ayutthaya and his royal page named Hong. Both
entered the Buddhist priesthood at this temple in the late Ayutthaya period.
Hong, the officer of a royal household, later went to war with Phraya Tak
and was promoted to General Phraya Phet Phichai.

Upon entering the wiharn compound where the king and his courtiers
listened to the sermon, today you will still find a giant bronze head dating
back to the U-Thong pericd. The original is now located at the Chao Sam
Phraya Museum.

The most prominent feature in this temple is a central pagoda sur-
rounded by singh (the guardian lion) sculptures. It is a large bell-shaped
chedi situated on the octagonal base with a staircase of multiple headed
serpents, called naga, on each of the four sides as influenced by the popu-
lar Sukhothai art. This beautiful blend of the two periods shows the tight
bond between Ayutthaya and Sukhothai. The square circumambulation
base decorated with elaborate stucco lions built in the reign of King Prasat
Thong.

Both naga and singh were influenced by the ancient Khmer art. Singh,
the lion figure, was believed to protect the temple. The naga, the multi-
headed serpent, at the railing is the analogy as the holy bridge linking the
hurman world and heaven together.

Behind the singh chedi is located the main wiharn or a massive sermon
hall with a total of nine rooms. Built during the reign of King Borommat-
railokkanart, the large columns inside this wiharn are still intact. The front
hall does not have any windows but has a passage for light to shine through
which is the same architecture as the main wiharn of Wat Mongkhon Bophit
and the ubosot of Wat Na Pra Men. This unique architecture represents the
Ayutthayan art in the middle period.
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Wat Phra Si Sanphet was the royal
palace built by King Ramathibodi |
(King U-thong of Ayutthaya). Later in
1448, King Borommatrailokkanat or-
dered to build a new palace just north
of the area, adjacent to the old Lop
Buri River, and devoted the old palace
to serve exclusively as the royal tem-
ple for religious and royal ceremonies;
such as, the coronation ceremony or
other religious rituals like Wat Phra-
Si Rattana Satsadaram in Bangkok.
There were no residing monks, and it
served as the place to keep the royal
relics.

The construction of Wat Phra Si-
Sanphet was to move the centre of
confidence and adhesion to the palace
by centralising the temple and monarchy’s
power.

The prominent symbols of the
temple are the three upside-down-
bell-shaped pagodas lying from the
east to the west. The three chedis are
believed to keep the ashes of three
kings. If coming from the Wiharn Phra
Mongkhon Bophit side, the right chedi
is where King Borommatrailokkanat's
ashes are kept, the middle chedi is
where King Borom Rachathirat llI's
ashes are Kept, and the left chedi is
where King Ramathibodi II's ashes are
kept. as well as Buddha relics.

Within the temple compound, the
important hall of worship called “Vihara
Luang"” (Royal Chapel) was built to per-
form the royal ceremonies

and had the Buddha status called
Phra Si Sanphetdayan installed in
Wat Si Sanphet. This image rep-
resents the Buddha in a standing
posture. However, after the second
invasion by Burma, the Burmese
bumnt the palace and melted the
gold coating from the statue leaving
the bronze core of the image badly
damaged. King Rama | of the Royal
House of Chakri moved the Buddha
statue to Bangkok in pieces for res-
toration to install the bronze core of
Phra Si Sanphetdayan in a chedi at
the time of the founding of Wat Phra
Chetuphon better known as Wat Pho.

Wiham Phra Lokkanat is where
the statue of Phra Lokkanart's was
kept and later on King Rama | or-
dered to move it to install at Wat Phra
Chetuphon in Bangkok

The Chom Thong Throne Hall is
located near Wiharn Phra Mongk-
hon Bophit. During the reign of King
Songtham, the Chom Thong Throne
Hall was used by senior members
of the Buddhist hierarchy as a place
from which they issued edicts relat-
ing to religious matters or a place to
keep Buddha statues.

You will find other smaller pago-
das surrounding the site. It is believed
and found that the ashes of the royal
members were placed
smaller chedis.

in those
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Wat Na Phra That or Wat Maha That is believed to have been built during
the 12th century prior to Ayutthaya's establishment to house the Buddha's
relics. According to ancient Thai tradition, Wat Mahathat represented the
city centre as it enshrined relics of the Buddha. Thus, we found temples
called Wat Maha That in several important cities around Thailand.

The principal stupa or prang was found to be the moral precept of the
first stupa in Southeast Asia that was influenced by ancient Khmer art and
architecture consisting of the laterite structures and bricks. This unique
blend of the Thai stupa called Prang Maha That and ancient Khmer art
would be seen only in Thailand.



During the early Ayutthaya era, Wat Maha That was considered an
important religious focal point, 1 in 5 “Centres of the City" where the
Buddha's relics were housed and the residence of the Supreme Pa-
triarch or leader of the Thai Buddhist monks. At that time, the temple
was the venue of mportant royal ceremonies and celebrations. Later
King Borommatrailokkanat, he ordered a new establishment of Wat
Pra Si Sanphet and from then on the centre of the city was moved to
Wat Pra Si Sanhpet instead.

If you look closely, you will find several intriguing structures from
many periods of restorations. This shows us that the temple has been
considered a very important sacred place in Thai history. It is a shame
that the main prang collapsed during the King Ramesuan era, but was
restored. It collapsed again during King Rama V the Great’s reign
(1904), so only the foundations of the main prang remain at present.

From the excavations at Wat Maha That, the relics of Buddha were
found and were safely placed in the seven-layered casket buried in
the main chamber of the principal prang. The secret chamber was
uncovered in the ruins; among the treasures found inside were gold
jewellery, a gold casket containing a relic of the Buddha, and fine ob-
jects. The treasures found are now displayed at the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum. As time has passed, the principal prang now does
not have much remaining, but the brick details at the four sides of the
base indicates that this temple was built by the Ayothaya architects
who were influenced by the ancient Bayon architectural art at that time.

Wat Mahathat consisted basically of a large central prang located in
the front of the compound and surrounded by four subsidiary prangs
at the four inter-cardinal points, standing on a raised square platform.
The Ubosot was placed in the far back of the compound. This typical
layout structure giving the wihan more prominence than the ubosot in-
dicates that this temple was established in the early Ayutthaya period.
The temple's prang was also built at 60 metres high, considered one
of the old city's most impressive edifices. This layout also influenced
the Buddhist temples built in later periods.

Don’t miss some important remains of variously shaped prangs
and chedis that were built and restored by various Kings in different
periods, in particular the octagonal style chedis with a truncated spire
in the Ceylonese style, and the Lanna-influenced bell-shaped chedi.
Nearby at the small wihan, another famous highlight that you will have
seen in a postcard is the head of the Buddha in the ancient tree trunk
and roots growing around it. With its picturesguely ruined stupas, Wat
Mahathat is a great place to be at sunset.

WAT RACHA BURANA
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Wat Ratchaburana is one of the big and
oldest temples in Ayutthaya. According to

the Royal Chronicles, the construction of

this temple was started during the reign

of King Boromrachathirat Il (Chao Sam

Phraya) in 1424 where Prince Ai Phraya

and Prince Yi Phraya fought each other for

the throne and died in combat.

The layout of the temple's structure fol-
lowed the early Ayutthayan style just like

Wat Mahathat, Wat Ratchaburana consists

of the monastic structure with a wihan and

ubosot, where the wihan was placed in the

front and the ubosot was placed in the far

back of the compound in the same level.

The must-visit when coming to this
temple is to go check out the chambers

of the principal prang where most of the

golden artefacts, including royal regalia,

miniature utensils and numerous votive

tablets were found in the crypt. While you

are on the way up to the top chamber,
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please take a moment to appre-
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guardians, some warriors and

ciate the interior details of the main

floral pattern. Let's take a close look

prang. If you can't imagine the same

and see if you can find all these items.

interior at Wat Mahathat, you can still

The Cella one Level 2 is where many

check it out here since this prang still

types of golden artefacts, including

has the most intact remains and in the

royal regalia, royal utensils and minia-

most authentic shape dating back to

ture utensils were found. The murals

the early Ayutthaya period. This is

on the wall display the previous exist-

considered to be rarely seen work

ences (total of 24 life existences) of

of art and architecture from the early

the Lord Buddha in accordance with

Ayutthaya period.

On the lowest level of the top

part of the main prang are decorated

Garuda, Naga, and angel sculptures

which represent the different status

of heaven and human Earth accord-

ing to the cosmic Mount Meru. The

stucco in the shape of a giant lifting

the base of the main prang is in Thai

traditional architecture from the belief

that the mighty giant will help support

the Buddhist religion to last for a long

period of time.

Now it is time to start climbing up

to the inside of the main prang into

each chamber. Along the path of the

historical treasure hunt, you can rest

to adjust your eyesight as the deeper

you are the less bright it will become.

After taking a short rest, the next ex-

ploration is to climb down the ladder

to the next chamber that consists of

3 small rooms along the vertical line

down to the ground level.

The Cella on Level 1 is the top

crypt that kept most of the votive tab-

lets dating back to between the 14th

~-15th centuries of the Sukhothai, Lop

Buri and Suphan Buri styles. The mu-

rals on the walls are still fairly visible

depicting Chinese people, gathering

of angels, a pair of Chinese door

the Ceylonese domination. These
paintings are displayed in the square
room with vivid red underpants, black
drawing lines and some are gilded.
To look at the murals is a little bit of
a challenge because they are high
above the head. While enjoying the
beauty of these paintings, you will
find the painted stars on the top of
the ceiling which is the way the gang
of thieves used to come in and out of
this crypt.

The Cella on Level 3 is consid-
ered the most important crypt where
the prang replica and stupa contain-
ing the Buddha's relics are housed
with gilded animal paintings and gold
accessories. The elaborated acces-
sories including many different Bud-
dha statues found inside the stupa
confirm to us that this is the sacred
area dedicated for the keepsake of
the Buddha's authentic relics from
the ancient merit. The recuperated
treasures of Wat Ratchaburana were
displayed at the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum.

If you still have time, slowly take
in the timeless beauty, the national
treasures, and the ancient Thai civi-
lisation by enjoying your visit at this

archaeological site.
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This ancient temple was built in the
early Ayutthaya period. From the Royal
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the temple was established at the cre-
mation site. The temple is important
because it became the home of Bud-
dhist monks in Theravada Buddhism

led Somdet Phra Wanarat for the Thai
Forest Tradition or called Aranyawasi
with the head abbot of Wat Phutthai
sawan in Khamawasi.
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of Wat Yai Chai Mongkhen or knewn as “Chedi Chai Mongkhon™ was

built in‘a bell-shaped principal pagoda standing tall. and high on an

elevated octagonal base. According to the Royal Chronicles, this pa-
goda was built during the reign of King Naresuan the Great to honour
his victory against the Minyekyawswa of Burma. The name of the tem-
ple was changed to Wat Chai Mongkhon and the locals called it Wat
Yai Chai Mongkhon instead due to the enormous size of the pagoda.
Some historical experts opposed giving the reason that the brick lin-
ing technique was similar to that used by Persian architects during

King Narai the Great's era.

After the 2nd defeat of Ayutthaya to the Burmese invasion, Wat Pa
Kaeo or Wat Chao Thai was abandoned. King Suriyamarin (Ekathat)
appointed as a naval fleet to station at Wat Pa Kaeo to confront the
Burmese outside the capital. But his fleet defeated the enemy and the
Burmese troops took Wat Pa Kaeo as their fighting base. In 1767, the

temple was sacked by the Burmese and the premises were deserted.

The temple’s main focus point is the large reclining Buddha fac-
ing east. According to the ancient Thai folklore, the sleeping direction
is for the head to the south and the facing side is to the east. In the
courtyard outside the main balcony is lined with a set of identical Bud-

dha statues. If you have visited many Thai temples around Bangkok
and other big cities, you will be familiar with this style of setting.

With respect to the legend, there are several stories related to Wat
Yai Chai Mongkhon. For example, there was a story about Phra Thi-

anracha gathering in the preaching hall to bum candles to consult

an oracle before becoming King Maha Chakkraphat. Moreover, the

Chaopho Sitthichai Shrine is the place where Thai people believe that

the spirit of the unborn son of King Rama V the Great and his drowned

queen is housed. These beliefs and stories make the visit at Wat Yai

Chai Mongkhon more colourful and interesting.
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Vihara Mongkol Bopit is located on the south side of Wat Phra Sri
Sanphet. Each day visitors are crowded inside to pay respects to Phra
Mongkol Bopit, the large bronze Buddha covered with gold leaves.
Once walking into the main Vihara, the fullfilling sensation received from

looking up at Phra Mongkol Bopit is the peacefulness from the Bud-
dha’s gentle face.

Phra Mongkol Bopit is in Subduing Mara posture measuring 12.45
meters in height, and considering one of the largest bronze Buddha
statues in Thailand. The body was made out of brick and plaster. The
outer was covered with bronze and then gold leaves.

There is no historical evidence about when this statue was created.
However, from the Buddha's squared facial design and the gentle-arch
eye brows, these show the influence from Sukhothai art, which implies
that this Buddha image was built in the middle of The Ayutthaya Era.

The chronicles mention that in 1603 A.D., King Songtham ordered
the image known as Phra Mongkol Bophit to be relocated from the east
to the west and commanded the construction of a Mandapa, the same
style as that at Buddha's Footprint in Saraburi, to house this image of
the Buddha as shown in present days.

The Vihara itself has been restored many times. In the reign of King
Sua, lightening struck the top of the Mandapa and it collapsed. The
head of Phra Mongkol Bophit fell off. As a result, the King had the Man-
dapa rebuilt and turned into a Vihara. In the reign of King Borommakot,
another restoration took place. When Ayutthaya was sacked, the Vihara
was apparently burnt.

The present Vihara was built around 1956 A.D. in the government of
Prime Minister General Plaek Pibulsonggram.

Anecdotes : During the restoration in 1957,
the Fine Arts Department found many small
Buddha's images contained inside the right
chest of Phra Mongkol Bopit statue. Cur-
rently they were on a display in the Chao
Sam Phraya National Museum.

.o

R

FiaW S=muj
SAN PHRA KAN

oﬂuoajmuhn’(v‘ivoamanénnjoa msagmﬁnuuﬂs;asswmjm
Aunuudhinuiun:ijovessen OuAIBNASENgT “Asiang” Su
Dughudraryiionusndulenataws:uas  na:idufnavesamu
RdAtynanoiiy  MudnangiuvassonasEnvauluadsodu
JuRnidcn AundUs:adevuun sufisgumsianing IJugnRlitau
agonAvat LU Dnataviesvasdia:vosannais-iu Tenn
AENANUNAN AENAKUNANAWS:NW Fo8IKAUIUATENSIASoUSYN
SuiniusiorutiduRusisgamia:idourotninuus-01u Tunsiau
duswuadun WellKiduidisadwingnane-rinnsinad solJ

nivlulusaruaniudndAnylugauld  RIU:IKADIWEIZIUSIN
finu  GuAoAnaws:nw B 10uinoaniuddnyluatenss
ASoysen fulu ‘Fununsuiin’ Awselusirusissituns Uuiin
[Blulw.fA. 2450 Na1937 “... VIaWanNnuuUA=IadNIN WA IUA:IU
AN DAaws:nawnasANduguUs A ia:maagmanulUivalogd
v:10uFaws:1doidos ws=nsuiou Ws-Hanidou DASIA-IAIN
IAUR=floNuoNIUNaWWs:UAS..."

NNMIsvAIFIvaAnEElUSUAR  LKBnendeAalans 100
W.A. 2512 wudnlusaruamuiral I0uinonasiuArauwsinuni
dutivgudnasvulualooysennoudl  H8DSIOWNSARISSLN
20 1UudswAdu 4 Ad meluvawuinosUansn 1su suws:5rAos
ws:=Uunsnend laws:AInuA Janunu:indauisunendiuAad:ivus
usTruadeunsin FiounsadinisasadnIsTnoyIwuIRLVUNIAIU
ninvavauAUsSA 9 nKanguAWUAUTTLIFS AMaws:nwiu
avensnasiu idumauanuiuAndauiwsmund anslAo:tinae
na:lovruwlnie winou sauionaandadididuwnsaniu fosl
mswuws:wnssuluveuznanisvaneiuaos dulivgiudnune:og
Tus10 w.A. 2179 Hluws:swWIFAISS:UF dlivauiFows:19n
Usrannau Tusma SeinoanuiiughevulUaswinugousion
INU  IA-NNMSANKANTUUS-INNIALNBU-AUILN  1asinSod
108 WU MenaunanIlanduwnsaniulgd ANaws:nIw
Tigniuswluanasy TudouroudunsuASogsenasunaod nioyou
Shulndunspounu uruiiudegUu




The crossing point between Si Sanphet Road and Pa Thone
Road of the City Island is called “Talaengkaeng”, the busiest
quarter in the city centre. From the old records written by a for-
eign visitor during that period, the area from the city entrance
to the Talaengkaeng quarter was the most popular and most
crowded neighbourhood. Groceries and the city markets that
were opened from moming to evening included Talat Na Khouk
and Talat Na San Phra Kan. In order to spread the word out
quickly to as many people as possible, during the Ayutthaya
period, this area would be used to execute a prisoner with the
charge of coup d'tat or overthrowing the kingdom by behead-
ing so that no one would dare to rebel against the authority.

One of the important archaeological sites that still remains
in this neighbourhood is San Phra Kan. San Phra Kan dur-
ing the Ayutthaya period was probably the place where these
city guardian deities were worshipped. According to ‘Tamnan
Krung Kao' Legend written by Phra ya Boran Ratchathanin
mentioned in 1907 that “... The west side of the Talaengkaeng
Road, there is a shrine named San Phra Kan with the prang
style roof, and several shrines nearby for many angels to be
housed; Phra Suea Mueang, Phra Song Mueang, and Phra Lak
Mueang. The Talaengkaeng quarter must be considered as the
centre of the city...”

From the excavation discovery by the archaeological division
of Silpakorn University in 1969, this archaeological site was built
around the early Ayutthaya pericd or 15th century. A Khmer
prang with arches in the four cardinal directions was found as
also the statues of Phra Isuan (Shiva), Phra Narai (Vishnu) and
Phra Ganesh (Ganesha) with the dressing costumes influenced
by Angkor Wat of Khmer art. These findings led to the conclu-
sion that this site was a Brahmin shrine in former times. Later
on, more restorations were conducted for Buddhist shrine. Ac-
cording to the Royal Chronicles of Ayutthaya, during 998, King
Prasat Thong had the shrine moved on up to be located at the
Chikun area.

From the miscellaneous pottery and utensils found during
excavations last century, this shrine was abandoned again be-
fore the second Burmese and Ayutthaya war or around the early
Rattanakosin Era until the present.
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The Ayutthaya Historical Study Centre (AHSC) was established in
1986 by the Japanese grant aid projects to honour the Auspicious
Occasion of His Majesty the King's 60th Birthday Anniversary and
also to commemorate the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the
relationship between Japan and Thailand. The AHSC is a national
research institute devoted to the study of Ayutthaya's history. There
are 2 exhibition buildings: one is in this building and the annex build-
ing was recently established within the Japanese Village vicinity near
Wat Phanan Choeng in Tambon Ko Rian, along the east bank of the
Chao Phraya River.

There are permanent exhibitions presented by state-of-the-art
technology that help us easily understand the development of the
Ayutthaya Kingdom, the civilisation and strengths. Movable dia-
grams, maps, and models with sound effects encourage the audi-
ence to follow the lifestyles during the Ayutthaya period and the de-
velopments from the past to the present in a short period of time. This
is an ideal starting point to learn about the former capital of Ayutthaya
and will be an eye-opener when visiting the actual archaeological
sites. The exhibition features exquisite models of the Grand Palace,
Wat Phra Si Sanphet, the Chinese Trading Ship, and the waterfront
community and the lifestyle of the people at that period.

There are four topics of the exhibition including Ayutthaya as the
capital city, as the main port, as the centre of political power and
dominance, and as representing the ancient Thai lifestyle. The de-
scriptions are in Thai, English, and Japanese. The annex building
located in Ko Rian sub-district on the east of the Chao Phraya River,
now known as the Japanese Village, shows the foreign affairs be-
tween Ayutthaya and international countries.
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This ancient temple was con-
structed in the early Ayutthaya peri-
od and its original name Wat Yanus-
en. ltis located on the north side of
the City Island close to Klong Maha
Thera Maichae. This area was the
residence of the Mon people. There
is no evidence stating who built the
temple. A legend stated the royal
storage for robes and accessories
used for the royal elephant daily
routines close to this temple. The
water passage was in front of Wat
Yamnasen. From the north side of
the temple, the residents call that
area as the rapid water canal. This
has been used to bring fresh water
from Lop Buri River into Bueng Phra
Ram. This is the ancient method
of water circulation in Bueng Pha
Ram.

The important archaeological
structure is the brick chedi and
ubosot. The main chedi was built
facing East and with the twelve in-
dented cormers on the square base,
the same architectural style as Che-
di Si Suriyothai. The Fine Arts De-
partment did a restoration in 1944
and found many valuable artefacts
including a gold plate with animal
shapes in the Ayutthayan design,
and bronze Buddha statues from
the Lop Buri and Ayutthaya periods.
These artefacts are displayed now
in the Ayutthaya National Museum.

The ubosot was recently rebuilt
on the old platform that the curved
base design of Ayutthayan art was
kept as original. The walls also have
the sunlight passage instead of win-
dows.
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Wat Ratchapraditsathan was an ancient temple built in the
Pre-Ayothaya period. Wat Ratchapraditsathan lies at the month
of Klong Pratu Khao Plueak, on the west bank of U-thong Road
in the City Island. Even though this temple was mentioned
many times in the Royal Chronicles of Ayutthaya, there was
no evidence stating who built the temple and in which reign.
However, from the name of the temple, it can be assumed that
one of the kings had ordered to build this temple and still kept
its importance.

The old construction left to appreciate from the Ayothaya
period is the sema stones on all eight directions to indicate the

temple boundary. This double sema stones were made of red

sandstone representing the Ayothya art.

Wat Tha Sai, located on the east side of Wat Ratchapradit-
sathan and was once separated from the temple’s complex, is

now part of the complex. The Ayutthaya architectural remains

are the bell-shaped chedi. The chedi takes the shape of an

octagonal tower with multiple arched niches that hold a stand-

ing Buddha statue. His right hand is placed overlapping the left

hand. The Ubosot has been left abandoned and run down.

The ordination hall is graced by double sema stones, which are

perched on white pedestals with pink lotus flowers. The Bell

Tower contains the European-style arch windows indicating :

that this temple was built around the late Ayutthaya period from

King Narai's reign or later.

The monk named Phra Mahanak who wrote Puranowat
za of Thai poetry also resided at Wat Tha Sai. The st%‘

mentioNeekthat King Borommakot went to pay respect to the

Buddha's footM King Prasat Thong (1629-1656) or-

dered to build a bamboWr Phra Athittayawong (son of

"“.,%ng Songtham).
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